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City eyes nine neighborhoods

By Jeffrey Robb
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER
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The City of Omaha is proposing its largest annexation since taking over Elkhorn with a new plan to expand the city limits over nine neighborhoods and
Miracle Hill Golf Course.

And Omaha may not stop there. City officials continue to study whether 23 other areas are financially ready to be annexed and may prepare a second
annexation package for later this year.

For now, the city is proposing to take in 7,092 people in such neighborhoods as Banyan Hills, Hawthorne and Autumn Ridge.

In total, the city would gain about $475 million in new tax base across west and northwest Omaha. Although the city will collect more property taxes,
the financial impact will be a wash over a 10-year period when adding in the cost to extend city services.

City Planning Director Rick Cunningham said it’s time for the neighborhoods to become part of the city, calling the areas “low-hanging fruit” in the
city’s analysis.

That’s because many of the neighborhoods are more than 20 years old, Cunningham said. All but one of the housing subdivisions is fully built out.

Four areas are nearly surrounded by the current Omaha city limits: Miracle Hill near 120th and Blondo Streets, Pacific Hollow near 156th and Pacific
Streets, Pacific Meadows near 156th Street and West Dodge Road, and Oakbrook Meadows near 156th and F Streets.

“These are not subdivisions located way out in the fringe,” Cunningham said. “These are in tight to the city.”

The city has mailed welcome packets, including a letter from Mayor Jim Suttle, to property owners living in the proposed annexation areas. Residents
will have several opportunities to hear about the plan and offer feedback.

The proposal first will go before the Omaha Planning Board, which meets Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. at the City-County Building. A public hearing will
be held.

A community meeting is scheduled for June 22 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Burke High School cafeteria.

The City Council, which will vote on the proposal and can make changes, will consider the package in the coming weeks and will hold a public
hearing.

After Omaha had a relatively light decade annexing — excluding the 2007 annexation of roughly 10,000 Elkhorn residents — Suttle has pledged to get
more active in expanding the city limits.

Omaha’s annexation approach became an issue earlier this year when the city’s official 2010 Census population count of 409,000 came in significantly
lower than expected. For the decade, the city grew by 19,000 people — for a sluggish annual growth rate of less than one-half of 1 percent.

Not counting Elkhorn, the annexation would be Omaha’s largest since 1999, when then-Mayor Hal Daub pushed to take in 13,750 residents. A 2008
annexation, under Mayor Mike Fahey’s administration, brought in an estimated 6,971 residents.
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In the new proposal, all the homeowners affected would pay lower property taxes compared with what they pay to their developments’ sanitary and
improvement districts, the city said.

Residents, who currently pay to hire a private trash collector, would gain city garbage collection through Deffenbaugh. Omaha does not charge a
separate fee for trash collection.

In the Hawthorne development at 180th and Q Streets, Omaha also would take in a commercial corner that includes a Hy-Vee supermarket. That means

shoppers would pay the city sales tax on nonfood items. And for cooked and ready-to-eat items at the deli, customers would pay the higher sales tax
and the city’s new restaurant tax.

Contact the writer:

402-444-1128, jeff.robb@owh.com
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